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CLARENDON, 


Lord High Chancellour of. ENGLAND. 
May it pleaſe your Honour, 


f Lthough the Conflnement of Mr. Crofton, 


ſeemeth to paſt with the leaſt regard, we can- 
= but with grief obſerve, i hp not.the 
aft refle@Fion on ti ice onour 
OD The 72 being OE 


2 Inter- 


"rw in his Loyal 
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22 ate of the Oath, the Providence of God 
bt on this Lade. and that before it was — 
by any Law. 
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S The Epiſtle. 

We'edmeot but be aſfuted ed to cooffder the” inſultation” 
of bis Aajefties known enemies, in the ſufferings of this 
war, his Al tjeſtiet known Fa _ d Loyal Sub · 


ject, who ohſerding him to feffer hem, and ore 


then th: moit of them, according to their Blaſphemons 
Argumentation from 5 oidlince, conclude (not without 


reproach tobi Majeſty) that bis preſent bots, is Gods 


puniſhment fo# bis Ae enyeavayrs for HirMajeſtics 
moſi happy reſt-iiration, reputing bis teal +,” Sms fo 
have been his auo ſt grievous lin,whichnotwithitanding 
we are well affured, his heart doth abide moſt upright and 
ſincere towards his Alaje i,. 
We have in ſilence long expeGe me Ebedmelech, in the 
Kings Conrt, to procure his diſcharge from Þis Dungeon: 
and conceived ſome by the duty of their place bound, and 
better capacitated then are poor we, would have appe ar- 
ed by way of Apologie for bis iunqcency, but baue been 
therein 122 ; leaſt j herefore God ſbould ſay, and wander 
there was no Interceſſor, we have preſumed to break, 
ſilence,and make ublique our, apprehenſions.of his Cauſe 
and Caſe, ſubmitting hs [ame to the cenſure of Juſt and 
—_ ww 4 1 F 4 * 
It hath (Rigbt Honourable) been ſuggeſted to ut, 
have we 5 void of fear, 920 eee for ok 
Friend might prejudice bing, and endanger us, though we 


tonfeſ we can conceive no cauſe theneof, [ave that irra- 
tionalitie and jnjuſtice which judgeth Truth to be 


treaſon,which we dlare net but think 164 ranger at, and 
hopt at a dl ſtuncè fro s our Kines Court e profeſs our 


ehberate thoughts conclude Mag Charta, aud the. - 


Petition of Right halt be a3 Jan bio la ted, and the Fria 
foners bumble demand of an Habeas Corpus be 75 5 
wed a crime, as this plain naked repreſentation, be Nec 
eto his damage, or chargetl on ur af n Mes 5 = 
83 en ' hh 
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The Epiſtle. 
ſerve the Quakers and others, do with aucb boldneſs pub- 
ſb their Caſes wiil em Control, and we cannot ſuppoſe 
1574 conrſe more offenſive in Caya „ And ſober Pres I 
teriant, nor can reaſon condymm us for vindicating him, 
ty that way whereby Tomkins and others have de- 
famed him. | | 

We are not much acquainted. with the Laws, nor do 
we wnderſiand how far ſome late Laws. may extend; 
L ut we profeſs our ſelves men of Conſcieatce, amd fly to 
Jcur Honour as Judge of Equity: We bade indeed 
conſidered our Fri nds Caſe, as it Lit been repreſented 
by Lulgar Clamor, and Scurrillous Pamphlets, becauſe we 
can know it by no ot her means, no Accuſer, or Accuſa- 
tion having appeared againſt Him; which if there ever 
do, we ſhall leave Him to Anſwer, and do not doubt but 
T He will jully acquit himſelf; Our Confideration is ſuch, 

a: we ear not 10 Tender to Tour moſt ſerious Scrutinie, 
with an afſureance of a thoft Wiſe and Juſt Decree upon 
it, ſo faul Hanau, Power doth extend. 

We want mi mater f Clamorous complaint, concern- 
ing the hard Uſage bur Friend in this cloſe Impriſon- 
ments" Where by perdidit 2 
b imo & eccleſiam, cultumque Dei publicum; 4 

maniſeſt Fondage : the 7ilegal diſpoſing of his Church, 
immediately on his Confimrement, to the depriving of him 
of all peſſible means of Subſtance io himſelf, and nu- 
merow Family, and that wit hont allon ing him the main 
tenance, he ought by Law to enjoy whilſt His Majeſties 
ſore : Andthe many tediows chargeable, and(what 
ebootleſs applications by bumble Addreſſes , and 
Submiſs Petitions ncver Anſwered : Fut theſe we 
ve, being un willing to reſied en Terſons or Perſonal 
and convinced Cur Friend ſuffereth by miſtake, 
ypprebenſon of what le, cri mhat be bath 

*% 'Y written 5 


U 


* 


„ 
—— 
2 
Ne. 
- 


$44 19 | 


"The EE I 


? written; the which being hereby wade we 
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Tour Pardon for this over bold Adureß, comſtrained 


by compaſſion to our Friend , and Conſcience teu, our 
Righteous God. 


May it pleaſe Your 8 
We are Your, eee ; 
moſt CONT. 
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Mr. Croftons Gaſe 
1 © Soberly Conſidered, plainly Stated, and 
-  -bunbly propaunded to the ( onſideration 


I, fal ul prudent men 


R. Zechariah Creftun, Miniſter of Botolphs Algate, 

London, now is, and ever ſince the twenty third 

day of March 1660. hath been a cloſe Priſoner 

Lin the Tower of London, not permitted pen, ink 

and paper, nor any other way or means whereby to plead 

his cnn comfhs. or r himſelf * te alum- 

nies caſt upon him, by che congues an violenc 

and unreaſonable men; we. therefore — fone our 

ſelves as fellow ſubje&s intereſted in his reftraine; 

And ss men and Chriftians bound to Plead | the 

cauſe of the oppreſſed, and to do as we would be done un- 

to; and obſerving that trembling, ſtupendious and God- 

panning filence, which hath ſcized upon ſuch, (who in | 

point of duty and ability) are more capacitated, and char- Iſaiab, 535 

ed to plead the cauſe of the poor, then are we our ſel ves, 16. g 

' have 1222 to enquire into, and repreſent to others | 

c d condit ion, in reference to the caule of his pre- 

ſent ſufferings, which we are convinced are continued up- 

da bim through miſapprehenfion, he being reported and 
concluded co be, what indeed he is not. | 

though every tongue and pen can now call him by no 

* dQther name but Traytor, ſuch as have known the men; his 

principles and pradtiſes, yea and ſuffering; and obſet ved 

trom; what perſons, and 17 what cauſe he received the 
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ſame, cannot but know 10 2. Con ſcient onſiy loyal, and 
conſtantly faithful to the Kings Majeſty and bis Iutereſt in theſe 
Kingooms; he having — the ſame ( beyond all 
poſſibility of denial by any) by his retaining bis Loyalty and 
adhæring to the Exil'd King, as his only liedge Lord, in the 
very worſt of times, under our late Uſurpers ; in his place 
and to his power oppoling them, diſowning their Autho- 
rity, d g to ſubſeribe the Ingagement if fidelity. to them, 
and declaring againſt it as ſinful; diſentiug trom, and ma- 
ny times expoſtulating with his complying Brethren, aud 
ever refuling to concur in any Addrefle or Application to 
them ; by bis Sequeſtrations, and many ſufferings he recei- 
ved from them, for no other cauſe, chen his Loyalty unto 
"FF his Majeſty (then in a low Eftate:) by his Sermons preached 
- 10493 at Namptwich, at Weſt-chefter, at ine Coleman and Pe- 
1619. 75 Church in Cornbill London, rebuk ing the barbarous mur- 
5 Prof. ther of his lateʒ Rebellion and defe&ion from his now Ma- 
5 pro- jeſty, and perſwading a penitential return of Allegiance to 
Ping P him our lawful Soveraign; the which be enforced with 
- letter to many Pathetical and pregnant perſwaſive Admonitions, 
4 Member of ublickly Printed; and the ſame is made the more legible 
by the joy of ſuch by whow he formerly ſuffered, and with 
Parliament. w hom he now ſuffereth, who now tauncingly inſult over his 
reſent ſufferings, & upbraid him with his paſt adherencyto 
bis Ma jeſty, ſaying, Nothing but a King would ſerve bis turn, we 
be hath King enough now; we well knew they who were ſo 
zealous for the King; would fare no berter, then thoſe that were a- 
gainſt bim. Theſe and the like Evidences of his fincere 
Loyalty are ſo notorious, that we ſhould labour without 
cauſe and to no purpoſe, to ſpeciſie particular proofs, his 
very enemies, not being able to deny them; Thatthis man 
retained the ſame affection to bis Majeſty after bis happy Reſtora- 
tion, we need not inquire into his domeſtick Expreſſions of 
Foy, and daily praites to God, as evidences thereof; the 
fame having been amply teſtified by his Publick Miniftry, 
and the doctrine of Obedience and ſubjection io the King which 
he Preached at St. Antholize; Church I oxdon, from r Pet. 
2.3. 14.15.16. and the doctrine of Thankſgiving to G for 
ſo great a Mercy Preached on Mey 10. and June 28. 1660. 
at Butjolphs Algate immediately before, and after his Ma- 


jeſties 


; | 3) 

jeſties happy return, from LF Text, 2 Sew. 21. 48, 49,50, 
$1. And by the Doctrine of humiliation for the horrid Regicide 
the barbarous murther of bis late Maje/t;, which he preach- 
ed from 2 Sam. 1. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. On the zoth 
of Jan. the ſame year, all which (were they not too tedious 
for « diſcourſe of this Nature) we had thought co have 

inſerced in theſe papers fix out of thoſe book notes which 

we took from his own mouth, when hepreached che ſame; 

Thus much we will be bold coſay, that the expreſſions of 
his Loyalty in thoſe Sermons, were ſuch as might vie with 
thole whoinjoy the moſt of his Majefties favour, and admi- 
niſter to all that know the man, matter of amazement and 
admiration, that he is reſolved into ſuch ſufferings under 
pretence of Treaſon and diſloyalty, which muſt needs be the 

ult of miſtake, or unkindneſs. - 

+ We cannot bur admire with what honeſty or modefty, 
men do confound Mr. Crofton with thoſe (hecauſe profeſ- | 
ſedly the ſame wich him in Eccleſtaſticks, ) who adled or As doth ay 
irritated open Rebellion againſt bis late or profeardejehy, (which Tomkins 
his Soul ever abhorred, ) or who did beſely comply under ö 
our late finful, ſhameful revolutions: with what face can tres. 
men reflect the odium of theſe things, upon the perſon who 

acquitted his Conſcience and Credit, by # conftant and 
publique diſavowing the one and the other, end in his 
place declaring the Inefſe of both, and whereof his 
-wricings do very plainly ſhew his diſlike and deteſtation, 
making it his buſineſs to vindicate the Solemn r 
Covenant from the leaſt cauſality of ſo ſad effects, a ** 
theſe to have been the perjurious violation of that. We 

— Serious 1 willing to be ſatisſied in _ par- 
ticular, to review his Analepſis, pa. 7, 8, 15, 16. Aualep- 

fi woe wth 7 17, 18, &c. Berith Anti-baal, pa. 51, 52. 
When we confider Ur. Croftons conſtaut E. and con- 
feſſeil vigour, No 22 ** ringing the hearts of 
his Majefties Subjects, a on his preſent ſufferings , 
We muſt confeſs we are not without fear, that the envious 
Obſervation of ſome of his Majefties enemies, may cloud 
the honour of our moſt Gracious King, with the Obtivieuof 
Jaaſh towards Zechariah the Son — or the unkind» 
neſſe of Queen Mary towards Mr. Dobs, and the Sond 


(4) - - 
Korſech.axd Suffuck,, wham ſhe jnqgriloned and Pillored 
for only minding. ber of her promile to them paſled, for 
the clearing ber paſſage to the Crown, ys 

The any matter our beſt enquiry will give us ta under - 
ſtand, ar our (elves can rationally conj &ure, as an-of- 
fence chargeable on Mc. Crofton, is, the Affirmation of the Obs 
liging force of the olemue League aud Covenant, and in order 
thereupto vbſerving and arguing the Legiſſative power of the 
two Houſes of Parliament without the King; Theſe two we con- 
fels are Legible in thoſe writings, which bearing his Name 
inthe World, are teputed his; Theſe Books we have 
heard were Objected to him (without any ſpecification of 
any thing or word Offenfive or Trayterous, )when he was 
Committed Priſoner to the Tower; Concerning theſe Al- 
ſertions we humbly offer thefe chings co be obſerved, 
which we conceive to be worthy a due and ſerious conſi- 
deratiqn. 

1. Firſt, Me. Creftons Affirmation, or rather Arguments- 
tion of theſe principles, was, before the ſame was Interditied 
by any Law or Authority, and (if without offence we may ob- 
ſerve it, ) when it was a duty impoſed on all bis Mejeſties good 
Subject ( required to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to promote the 
e 4 the Covenant, and that as an evidence of their Fidelity ta 
God and their King ) by bis Majeſties Royal Declaration, 
tranſmitted out of Scotland, and (which we have heard) 
was delivered to Mr. Creſten by a Colonel in his Majeſties 
Army, marching to Worcrſter, with an expreſs charge to 
believe and purſue it as bis Majeſties expreſſe. Pleaſure : We are 
ſenſible the. aflirmacion of theſe principles is now forbids - 
den by a Law, and is puniſhable by a Premunire in ſuch who-- 
(ball affirm them, or either of them after the 24th of June, 
1661. But in Mr. Croftons Caſe we cannot but oblerve, 
his Act was in Argh, eptember and -Oftober, many monethy 
before the Lax which doch forbid.it ;, What is a Premunire, 
by the Laws, we conceive could be no Treaſon before the 
Law was made; Where there is no Law there is no Tranſ- 
greſſion; in is an adviſe worthy a King ſo juſt, and wiſe, as 
wes King James his Majeſties Grand-Father, and to be e- 
ve Remempbred by all Princes, aud Miniſters: of. Juſtice ; 
Fneceed-judicially and ſpare noe where you ſee cauſe 46 puniſo; 

Bug 
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But le dings be * Law, and remember Lew 

t edings be according to Lam, 4 IV 
bave thr « Loy thr jo bead, 2 in their rk for the moral 
reaſon for the puniſhment of vices in U s and Common - * 
— is, bacanfe o the breach of the 1 ſtanding in force, m_— 
for none can be puniſhed for the breach of Lawes by Fredeſtination, 12 1. the 15 
b. fore they were made: That Me. Crofton was committed to of bis Reizns 
Priſon for this Cauſe, might be reputed an Ac of Pre 
dence ; but that he is not enlarged, nom that his Spirit and 
Principles are nnder the Reſtriction of a Law, ſee meth to 
us ſomething hard and unpolitique; the rather tor that a 
Royal command is fairly pretended to have engaged him in 
this conteſt, and that he did it before the being 8-that 
Law, according to which Juſtice muſt acquit him if he had 
been a Tranſgreſſor thereof, more then the time thereby di- 
rected for proſecution having paſſed between his Act and 
Commitment, and mere then twice as munch line he was ., 
8 and yet no legal proceſs hatch paſt againit 

im. | 

2. Mr. Crofton hath as a Divine Diſputant and Caſuiſt, 
affirmed theſe Principles as Werghty and Important, but 
doubtful and undetermined by any god and Juſt Authority ; He 
therefore having uled the freedom and confidence of a di- 
putant in his diſcourſe, doth conclude. his Argumentation 
with this profeflion; Might my poor weak papers provoke more See the con- 
ſerious Caſuiſts, (in good earneſt as before God, and in tbe dread cluſion of 


of an Oath, ) to ſtate and by right Religious Reaſon, reſolve thin bis fetters, 
caſe of c ce ( though in the negative) I bad obtained my de- 
re, and (if I kyow wine own heart) gone ſhall. he more ready 
then my ſelf, te fall gown and morſhin, and confeſs God is in you of 
4 trut | 
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6) 
both Univerſities, all the CS adds in Chriſtendom and the 
Eftates of Parliament, having firſt cleared and concluded 
the queſtion diſputed,) had duly interdicted the further 
debates concerning thoſe macters 3 The Obligation of an 
Oath, (in which God is immediately concerned, ) we 
think we may ſay with confidence) is not inferiour to the 
moſt weighty of theſe caſes; and no man canor will deny 
Diſputation is directed by God and nature, and uſed and 
allowed by all Men and Nations (the Barbarous Turk, and 
in caſes of Religion only excepted, ) as the only ready and 
rational means to diſcover truth, and diſperſe ſuch clouds 
as darken the ſame ; Confutations of fury and falſe witneſs 
are regiſtred Comments on the ignorance and impietie of 
Stephens Antagoniſts ; and of fire an i force is the high diſho- 
nour of Queen Maries Reign, the ſame better beſeeming 
the wilful, malitious, obdurate Jew, and blind, bloody 
Papift, then the Rational Religious Chriftian, and reform- 
ing Proteſtant: whoſe! onely Honourable warfare, hath. 
been ever managed (unto good ſucceſs) by Argumentati- 
on, enforced by Prayers, and Tears as their onely Wea- 
ons. N | 

: 3. Mr. Crofton did nor firſt begin and fer on foot this Diſ- 
pute: This concroverfie was provoked by the Reverend 
Biſhop of Exceſter Dr. Jobn Gauden; his Analyſis ſounded the 
Alarm, and challenged all men (who feared an Oath, (+ 
cred in its nature, and the onely ſecurity of humane Or- 
der and Societie ) efpecially Miniſters ( the Guardians of 
truth, and guides to dutic ) to appear into the defence 
of the ( ſince condemned) Covenant; Mr. Crofton indeed 
(forward in zeal, and having improved this Oath tothe 
advantage of his Majefſties happy return) did firſt ſtep 
forth, and with all ſobriety receive, and repell che Biſhops 
firſt aſſault; the which the Dr. enforcin a ſecond and third 
time „ be reſiſted with more Logical and Theological 
th, taking the Principles from Grot ius the Civilian ; 

the learned Sanderſon now Biſhop of Lincoln the Caſuiſt, and 
Sir Thomas Smith, Horn and Forteſcue the Lawyers, beſt ac- 
quainted with the conftitution of the Government of this 
Kingdom; the which he uſeth as his Medium, by which to 
— his Argument: So that it is vihble to all men that 
| | Mr. 


hehe (7) lg OF 
Mr, Crofton is defenſive in this whole debate 3 and is no fur- 
ther nur „then in ſuffering his Reaſon to infer, and 
relate the concluſion, which che principles approved by all 
men, and aſſerted by approved Authors doenforce : Civi- 
hans do conclude defenſive, to be the moſt (it not onely 
lawfel Var: Our Law and Reaſon doth conclude in all 
Quarrels, the offence is in him who gave the firſt blow, and 
began the Fray, no man was ever found gailty of Murther, 
or Treaſon, for killing a man ſe defendendo 3 the hear of 
the Chaſe, and chance of Hunting, acquitted Sr. William 
Tyrrel from the guilt of Treaſon or Murtber, though he ſlew 
Kina William the ſecond; and men of Ingenuity will ac- 
knowledge it to be a moſt fair, cand'dand clear conqueſt, 
which is obtained by the Sword of Goliab, the enemies own 
weapons ; whileſt premiſes ſtand «approved, other men will 
not want Mr. Croftons reaſon to infer the concluſion, nor 
can they think this common Act could be in him a Capital 
crine: We cannot but acknowledge the Wiſdom and juſtice 
of our late Martyred Lord, King Charles the firſt, who de- 
terminin to ſilence the Arminian Controverſie (which then 
diſtarbed the peace of the Church) did firſt by his Royal 
Proclamation call in the Book Appello Ceſerenrpubliſhed by 
Dr. Montagne Biſhop of Chicheſter, as that which was the firſt 
eauſe, and gave occaſion to thoſe Diſputes and Differences which 
troubled the quiet of the Church : We dare be bold to avouch 
it, that if Dr. Gauden had not appeared againſt, Mr. Crofton had 
not (in this way) appeared for the ( now condemned con- 
fumed) League and Covenant, and we hope we ſhall not 
have cauſe to think the Biſhops Aual yſis was let looſe, to 
Ducquoy the ſober, ſerious , conſcientious , and fincerel 
Loyal Coveninter , into a ſnare of Deſtruction, by a Diſ- 
putat ion of a matter ſo weighty, and undetermined. 
4+ Although Mr. Crafton may in this Diſpute have ſtrain- 
ed towards one <xtream, and ſeemet h to have attributed 
more to Parliaments, then what doth appertain unto 
them, (which is the ordinarie infortunium of a Diſpute) 
yer he hath not in theſe wrightings uttered any expreſſions of 
Diſloyalty, or diſreſpect to the Kings Majeſty ,. or of adviſe and 
provocation, unto tumult and diſorder in the people, whereby his 
Ma jeſties Perſon ,, Crown or Dignity, could be endanger- 


ed, 


| 


: 
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| nalepſic, A- occaſion thereof, that it is in it (el 
ualepthe. p. 


os. 


N +b Anti. nut of date, before that violence could be acted or adviſed, 
| — — which he determineth to have been a full aud formal violg- - 


— * 0 . 5 ” 
. b : "x? 
» a — 


EY if Nl „ 
ed, or the Peace of the Kingdoms be diſturbed: But on 
the contrary, they contain (in the general ſcope of theſe 
writings „ beſides many particular expreſſions there- 
unto conducing ) the greateſt evidence, and ſecority. 
Loyalty to the King, and peace unto bis people that can po 
ie given; as an evidence hereof we pray it may be - 
ed. oe of WD; 
1. Mr. Crofton is ſo far from abetting, approving, 

defending e Rebellen againſt and uſage of bislate Maje- 
Ry, that he doth expreſly diſown, and damn the reſiſtance 
of his Authority, and violence upon his Royal Perſon, as 
a moſt borrid and execrable Rebellion, 1 moſt baſe mg Barbaroys 

Ang. Regicide, à moſt odiom and perjuriow breach of the Covenant : 
1 Which he vindicateth fro ** adium thereof, and affirm- 
16. 16, A. eth to have been ſo far from Heng the cauſe or accefiorie 

; the moſt full ſecurity and 
ftrength unto the contrary, that ever was or could be given : and 
obſervet li the ſame co have been l ghted; & on Almanack 


: tion of this Oath by the perjured pack who did purſue and effet 
| 2235 the ſewe.. | 
2- This manis ſo far from detracting from the Kings 
Soveraign Power and Prerogative - that in thele very 
writings he acknowledgeth the Kings Su mary 3 ineve 
bl 


a l and iu the greateſt latitũde thereof, ever chal- 
enged by any Engliſh Prince, and he doth therefore urge 
the Covenant as confiſtaut with, and enforcing to the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy : He affirmeth the Sub- 


Analeps, A- jects Duty and Allegiance to be abſalute, and due without 


nalepthe. p. condition of their own preſcription, or indenture ; and withour 
98 99. 103. auy reipe& to the quality or diſpoſition of the King, geod or bad, 


142. 144. Pics or impious: founded in and direded by ſimple, naked relgtie 


9 : And he aſſerteth the Kings Prerogative and Sovereign 
power tobe ſuch, as doth exempt his Royal Perſon, from 
all impoſition of conditions, and from all coaction to ww Ark 
ment (of what he condeſcendeth to aſſume upon hunſelt 
by his Subjets, or any bumane Power whatſoever ; and there- 
fore this very man doth blame the Scots for indiſcretion, 
and over much boldneſs, who being Subjects could dart may 

Fi the 


— 
d 


; : {9 J IF l 
= . p04 a ſtraite condition, io put ſuch terms (as they 
d is Majeſ y. | | | | 

| f . G theſe wricings ſo far from a Seditioar 
Spirit, and provoking any prepolterour, heady, and ſedi- 
tious attempts, and endeavours, that he bindeth all men 
in the performance of the Covenant unto juſt and lawful 
endeavours, and that within their places and ca{langs,andihere- 
fore he alloweth no weapons againſt Ma jeſty, fave Minifte- 
rial Rebukes and Admonitions in the Name of God the King 


of Kings; Parliamentory advice, 112 & Remonſtrance, iu the 
name of his Subjects, or the Ee lectiye Body of his King- 
dom ; and vilgar Petitions, and ſupplications from and by | 
themſelves, in reference to their vulgar conceraments : Analepf, 
He diſoyneth and diſallowerh all populer Tumults, and df 4 
orderiall-Tnſurreions , and inſolenctes in the Subjed i binding le 13 
unto peſſive obedience , and quiet ſubmiſſion , all who cannot — 2 p 
d ative obedience to the eſtabliſhments decreed by the 2 * 
ing, in Church and Common-wealth z whenſoever he 9 
doth (as he durſt do no other) obſerve che Wiſdom, Ju» 
ſtiee and Soveraign Power of Almighey God, in-permit- 
ting, or diſpoling, the lrruptions and Inſurrections of the 
natural, again and upon the palitical Power, or the heady, 
diſorderly, Tumnituous, and Sedizious Agitations of the 
people agamit their Princes, be paſſeth not his Obſervari» 
ons, without a Notation of the ſinfulseſt thereof; and a 
manifeſt c—_— of his own diſlike of ſuch wayes, and 
courſes ; If this man muſt be branded as a Preacher of Sedi- 
tion, we muſt confeſs our ſelves at a loſs, how Truth ſpall be 
declared with due reſped unto, and careful preſervation of Or- 
der. 
5, The Affirmation of theſe Principles, and the Diſpu- 
cation in theſe Books mannaged , do very rationally pro- 
feſs Loyalty, to be the Center (atleaſt a chief part thereof) 
from which they ſprang, and to which they pre returned : 
Mr. Crofton argueth Loyalcy as the impulfive cauſethereof,and Analepſ. 
pleadeth it from ſuch evidences Which no ſober Chriftian Aualeptbed 
can, or will deny: We ſhall not conclude Deelsrations pag. 10, tt. 
publiſhed under the diſtreſs of Royal Affairs, do cui ab- | 
lige the Kings accompliſhment 3 ytr.cannor but conceive 
ets to be the Subjects Appologie , and juſtification for his 
&? C purſui. 
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purſuit of the Royal Command thereby ſignified, and noe 
any other way countermanded : We cannot but obſerve 


ſtracted Nations, 


the chief of Mr. Croftons Books ( objefted again him as 
his onely Crime) were written before His Majeſties Decla- 
ration concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs was publiſhed: This man 
owneth noſence of the Covenant, but hat is truly Loyal, 
and fully ſecuring to the Kings Intereſt and Preregative: It is 
very well known he had in Preſs, and Pulpit , improved this 
very Principle of the Covenant, to bring back the hearts of the 
People, to the happy Reſtauration of His Sacred/ Majeſty ; 
and then he found Acceptance, Approbation, and Ap- 
plauſe, from thoſe very perſons who now reproach him, 
and rageagainft him for no reaſon, ſave reaſoning the ſame 
Principles: We conftſe, we Rand amazed, and cannot 
conceive with what colour of Juftice , that which was an 
eminent Ad of Loyalty, April, 1660. could be reputed, re- 
preſented, and charged to be an Ad of High Treaſon in Sep- 
tember following; no new Law intervening to interdi& and 
ſoalter the nature of the &, yet we know tempora mut an- 
tur, & nos mutamur ab illi; onely we conceive a temporizin 

weatber- cock bumour muſt direct, or the didates of new made 
Laws muſt drive men into the change of Act, and eftate ; 
Mr. Crofton doth often proteſt Loyalty to be bis end in this 
debate (which nowſeemeth to be his errour) and we have 
cauſe to believe it did really affect his heart, whence we 
finde no diſloyal Act, or expreſſion to have ſprung; and 
this moſt Loyal p rofeſſon, doth not a little demonſt;ace the 
fincerity thereof. T confeſs we allowe unto bis moſt Sacred Ma- 
jeſty all humble ſubmiſſion, alive or paſſive , whatſoever ſpall be 
by Royal Authority ejtablifhed in the Church (ti gb never ſo core 
rupt yet) wh:ljt 2 with Salvation; it may y=P * 
me ing, and à ſuſper ce of my Miniſtry, but it ſhall not ef- 
ale we — Le 7 — 79 Scbiſm from the 
Church, or reſiſtance of His Majeſties Right and Autboritie : and 
in the further, and more fervent enforcement of this de- 
bate, this man declareth, He bad rather never put pen to paper, 
t! enthat bis writings ſhould Wifturb rhe Peace of theſe two lang di- 


Mr. Crofton may (we oonfeſſe) have taken into his judg- 


. ment, ſome of chole errors in. politic, which the unhap 
e 


32S Cir) 5 
breach between his late Majeſty and the late long Parlia- 
ment did foment; yet we humbly conceive malice it ſelf 
cannot charge thels writings (written with fo legible a 

line of Loyalty, and love to peace and order) with Treaſun 
or Sedition : Certainly this breath is coo ſweet to come from 
ulcered lungs; Theſe Principles and Profeſſions could ne- 
ver proceed from a' Trayterous Heart; and all Juſt men will 
acknowledge Aus non facit reum niſi mens ſit rea: nor can 
they be charicably ſuſpected of difſimulation, when things 
antecedent Concomicant and conſequent, ſpeak che fince- 
rity of a Loyal breaft, or when it is obſer ved that theſe 
writings exactly ſquare with that conſtant Loyalty he re- 
tained & expreſſed in the worſt of times, ſrom the firſt mo- 
ment of his Ma jeſties Reign, and never ſtained with the 
leaſt of ation, affit mation, or compliance when almoſt all 
men made defe&ion: ' Yea this man is ſo well known to us, 
that we dare affirm and will be bound to produce good de- 
monſtration thereof (whenever he be brought out of his 
reſent bonds) he rerainech to this very moment the ſame 
Loyal *pirit and Reſolution, although the wiſeſt of Kings hach 
in his experiences made this obſervation,oppreſſion will make 
a wiſe man mad, | | 
We have read allthoſe writings which bear Mr. Croftons 
Name, with as ſtrict and acurate Obſervation, as we 
are capable of, and we grant, that in ſome of chem, we 
ſometimes meet wich a Political Argumentation, which we 
could not but judge ſomewhat excentrical, and out of his 
ſphear 4 Divine; did we not conſider all Arts and Scien- 
ces are hand- maids to Divinity; and not only uſeful, but 
neceſſary unto a Caſvift, who muſt weigh circumftances be- 
fore he can give a right, clear and convincing Judgement 
to ſatisfie the Conſcience : and we find this man to urge 
the ſame Caſuiſtically, and a anſwer to the Objection of 
thoſc,againſt whom he doth diſputeʒ we hope it is not more 
5 of Mr. Creftons = to Anſwer, ——— of his — 
niſts way to Argue from Principles in Politi or the 
_ coniruton of the Kingdom: If bis die 5 that 
e ſtept out of his place, we on it ma erved 
he was drawn out . pur ſuit fi by. — and marti 
Law will allow the man to purſue beyond his bounds, 
(provided he retreat in time) _ may be juſtly 1 
| 2 1 
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C 22 | 
if he leave his 7 to alle et, 
- The mitter of Mr. Creftont Political : L 
betn propeſed to the Conſiderat ion of the ed in the 
Law, aud they ſee not any Crime or Capital Offence to 
ti thetn, any of chem, or all of them put together 3 m. 
fefs can they charge ic to be Treeſong the which the prohi 
"Mg doth only puniſh with a Fremunire fince the 24" of 
une, 166 1. ** aan | 
Our ears have been alarumd with the loud cla» 
mours of Mr. Crftons Treaſon, every ſcurrilous Pamphle- 
ter can better Proclaim, then prove him a Traytor; Every 
{imple Calculator of the Almanack Obſervations, can more 
eaſily calender his commitment for High Treaſon, then 
give the leaſt convincing evidence of his guile ; We have 
beſtcwed our mony upon theſe Pauplets, which inſuls o- 
ver him in this day of his Afflict ion, and confeſs we find in 
them big words, ( preterea nibil,) venting themſelves with 
the higheſt maliceand greateſt rage (the event as yet excep- 
red, ) that ever was expreſſed (againſt a man ſo innocent, ) 
lince the Roning of Stepben: Inſomuch that we cannot but 
ſuſpe& it to ſpring from the ſame root, and to be an effect 
of the ſame Cauſe, the rather becauſe when we would know. 
the particular matter of bis Treaſon, we find his violent accu- 
ſers are not agreed among themſelves : all indeed place ic 
in words, for which the learned ſay there is no warrant, 
(unleſs in ſome ſpecial 1 tothe Pope, de- 
termined by ſome ſpecial ſtatutes, ) hut they are divided 
2s to words. 103 bid 5.440 
Some tell us his Treaſon; is for faying , the Far- 
liament had 4 Legiſlation without the King , but this is only 
puniſhable by a Premunire fince the Law was made, which 
maketh ic criminal: Leſtrange fixech his Treaſon in cheſe 
words, The Lerds and Commons were alawfut Authority, yet 
we find no Law which hath determined a crime iu this po- 
ſit ion, much leſsa Tceaſonz wefind Mr. Croftons Aſſertion 
thereof to be very cautious, and ſo well grounded that we 
can ſcarcely yet believe the ſa me will be Judged an errour 
by any ſober, ſerious Exgliſp- man: being veriſied by t he 
day ly practice and uſage of Pa lia ment: for our parts we 
muſt confels we date not deny the Solemn League 
and Covenant (0 have been turned by a . Au- 
| 1 3 thority, 


C13) 

thority, and yet we do not know any Ast of Parliatnent 
with a full, forma}l aſſent of the Kings Majeſty which did 
dire& the ſame : And we ſear, if we ſhould yer reſume to 
diſobey.any Reſolve, Vote or Ocder of oneor both How 
ſes of Parliament, or condemne and refif the execution 
thereof by any other; this plea ſuch Vote or Order wat de. 
fed ive as td lawful Authority, (not coming in the formalic / 
of an Ack of Parliament, and a ſull Law with a Le Roy Le 
ve ult would not acquit us from the contempt of the Au- 
thority of Parliament: And yet we cannot but obſerve 
Mr. Croſtons Aſſertions concerning the Authority of Farlis- 
ment, to be no more then this, that it was laa ful and ſuſſei- 
ent, not full and compleat, without the expreſſe Reya! A faut, aud Aue. 
that alſo underthele two expreſs qualifications, a P Aualeptö. 
ment rightly conſtitnted, and during their Seſſion; he never Judg- Pag. 113. 
ed any ſeli- conſtituted aſſembly, or convention pack d by * 
a uſurping Tyrant, to be a Parliament, nor any Vote, Re- 
ſol ve, or order of Parliament to have in it any thing of the 
nature of Law, or Authority, (ſave to defend what was exc- 
cuted by virtue thereof the Parliament fitting, ) when the 
Parliament is Diſſolved: his words are thele, 4 Partii;-! 
ment duly Summoned, 2 elefied and returned, rightly. 
conſtituted and readily — by King and Kingdom; cad auy Analcps. 
true Engliſhman in any mea ſure acquainted with the cont itut ton Analepth. 
of this Kingdome, or the Autborit 7 the High Court of Parliament Pag. 116. 
deny theſe to be a Juſt and Lewfa Authority, to re ſolve, order, 1 
and enjoyn, yea and to exec ute their reſolves, order and injunt}1- 
ons daring the being of their Power, though not to ejtabliſh Lam to 
be executed when they are diſſolved and gone: And in «very of: 
his Books we find him often deny the two Houles to be full, 
and compleat,chough he afirm the m a lewful and ſufficient Au- 
thoricy': Sure Me. Leftrenge will not deny Lawful Autho- 
rity to be a Subject capable of mai and miam, and ſuch a8 
may admit of degrees; if Mr. Crofton be in this point in an 
erior let any man by good demonſtration correct him, we 
will undertake he ſhall not by obſtina cy appear an Hereti- 
que in Politiques, but if his con ſut ation mutt be only rage 
and violence, we deſite Mr. Leſt range will let us know cba 
Engl Law, Which hach determined Treaſam for any man 
to think, ſay, or write the Lords and Commons aſſembled id 

1 T Parliament 


| (14) _ 2. 
Parliament are 4 Lawful pr i DI then we may be con- 
vinced Mr. Crofton iuffereth as an evil doer, but till then 
we muſt let him know railing is #0 reaſen, not doth it become 
a man, 6 ; ; 

Mr. Tomkins who at length sppeareth to reſcue the Ox- 
ford Reaſons from the force of Mr. Croftons Arguments; 
doth leave the Learned Authors thereof under their ob- 
ſerved defects in Logick, Hiftory, Policiquee, and Divinity, 
and as one whoſe pinched reaſon breaketh into paſſion, 
(in heat of anger) provoketh a more ſevere and bloody 
moderation then his Antagoniſt hach yet met with, crying 
out, Mr. Croftons ſaying that the Parliament ever retained 4 
Furisdifiton over Church and Crown in ſhort is High Trea- 

N. 
n How much the L[Iniverfitie of Oxford are engaged to 
this cheir Valiant, Learned Defendant, we leave themſelves 
wy udge:how much he bath bettered the cauſe under con- 
teſt let ſober men Judge: with hat ingenuity,candor and 
clearneſs he hath taken up and confured Me. Croftons Ar- 

ents, let any Sophomore, yea Freſh- man or ordins 


m 
Logician Judge: and how fair an Adverſary he is, that a- 
larumeth the hand of Juſtice againſt his Antagoniſt, let 
Juſt and Wiſe men Judge: we are not now to Animadvert 

is animadverfions, but to A pologize for our oppreſſed, 
defamed Friend, who cannot do it for himſelf : and kere- 


in | 

We would give this confident Gentleman hearty thanks 
to clear his charge of High Treaſon, for we would not plead 
for it if we knew it, or could perceive itz: But we yer think 
this is but one Doctors opinion, more viſible to a Fellow of 
All» Soules in Oxford, then aBarrifter or Bencber in the Temple, 
near Lexdor, This Fellow profeſſeth himſelf a Reader of 
Cookes Inſtitutes, and that Learned Lawyer telleth us there 
is no Treaſon but what is determined by the Statute of the 25th 
of Edward the 3d, and we find not this aſſertion forbidden 
therein, nor any Opinion determined, and Declared by 
that Statute to be Treaſon : This learned {Lawyer conelu- 
deth that Treaſon muſt be Fallum not Diflum, words may 
make an Heritique but not a Traytor, we muſt confeſs Ox- 


ford Diſputants have Derermined Hereſie in their Oppo- 
nents, 


nents, he is the firſt of th 
preſumed to declare Treaſon, 

We are ſure theſe words make no immediate, and direct 
aſfault upon bis Majeſties Perſon, Crown, or Dignity; and 
the Lord Cook abandons all Gloſſes, Inferences, Interpre- 
cations, and conſequences to be made by Judge or Coun - 
ſel, in Caſes of Treaſon. 

Judge Jenkins guides the Judgement of Treaſon by the 
very Letter of the Law, for that in Criminibus a verbo Legia 
non eft recedendum : And we cannot conceive how an Obſer- 
vation of paſt Acts, can be Treaſon in the Logical, or Hiſ- 
torical Obſerver : Mr. Crofton noteth the Parliament retain- 
ed in times paſt; He doth note the Fact withour any deter - 
mination of the jus and right of ſuch retention; we would 
advite this Fellow to repair to All Souls, and reflect on his 
own Thoughts; and reſolve us, that the Treaſon is not 
more in his on fancie and imagination, then in Mr. Crof- 
ton his expreſſions; we find he doth throughout his Book 
miſtake the Perſor, which maketh us ſuſpitious he miſunder- 
ſtandeth the poſition : on this man he reflecteth the odium 
of the vi. lence of the Viſitors in Oxford whom Mr. Crofton knew 
not, and it is diſputable, whether he was then in England :. 
The defetlion a complyances under Queen Richard and 9- 

ther Uſwrpers, which Mr, Crefton ever denyed, reſiſted, and 
detefted, when ſome «ho then were, and now are moſt. 
zealous complyers urged him, with this convincing argue - 
ment theſe times ad dt few Martyrs: and the purchaſe of. 
Cburch Lands whileſt Mr. Crofton would not take when he 
mighe ,- a living out of which he knew any man to have 
been Sequeſtered = He whoſe heat of Paſſion doth engage 
him to mſread the Perſon, may well miſinterpret bis words, as. 
indeed we obſerve he doth, underſtanding King by Crown, 
and Sovergign 8 power by juriſdidl ion: ic is no 
hard matter to make a Traytor, if envy may interpret a 
mans words; we hope Mr. Tomkins will not take it unkind- 
ly; it he be excepted againf}, as to his being Judge, or Ju- 
ry which ſhall paſſe upon Mt. Crofton. 

That we may not run intothe error we rebuke in any o- 
ther, we ſhall not preſume to give our apprehenſion of the 
loyalſence of theſe words, ſo poſitively charged to be High - 

, . Treaſon , , 
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he Wa Univerſity ,, who hath 
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Trea ſon; pht call Arte to 


preſent you with 
tons om ex poſit ion of them 4 in 1 tten td 
ſome Friends, who defired to underſtand his fence and 
weaning therein: All wen will allow him N 
a3 the belt and. onely expoſitor of his own words, ſubject 
to miſconſtruction. | | * 
„ FTheſe words — Parliament ever retained in themſelves 4 
© Furiſdifion over Church and Cropy ] are ſo far from Tre 
chat they will not be found an #vror in politigues; if that 
© rule be true which cannot be denyed, generalia generaluer * 
c ſunt infelligenda: I fear you miſtake the fence of every ward 


: 
” to 


Ken bythe content sad N e make 
cgne part expound another, and know, no Author is 
« jidged by the ſound , much lefs by the ſeeming conf 
© quence of a ſiagle ſentence: And now Mr. Tomkins where 
is Mr. Croftons High Treaſon ? And yet we will not fearto let 
y bu know that 9 ſence of the term Parlia- 
ment, à bſtracted from the Ring chere is nothing clearer in 
thie political Conſtitution, and Admin iſtration of gur 
Kingdom, then their e over the Crownz We 
do not, nor did Mr, Crofton? over the King, the Subject 
of the Crown ; we will not run yon for proof hereof into 
the Piſtories of Forreign Countries, or our own Saxon 
0 7 times, 


v which we finde 05 ſurlcackion then U 4 
ck der ie bu nexrec home enhance 9930 


in ietife by confent che Baron faieh 
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to hold it from, and under him; who 

Sut render of it, but was anſwered the . — 

it 3, In Aan. 40. of King 1 pd hott Ae upon th 

„ demand A t King apprdlo 
fo bis ihr rep who . - ; . ee ha nm 


. Ning to diſ- 
poſe the Cres 1 . in the 1 357 o England " 
'2. The claim to the Crown . Ric hard 2 of 
Tork, againſt King Henry the fixth, — 4 reigned awenty 
eight Years 295 both parties, ſubmitted by Ea 5 
unto the e * 1 is 
Duke ; continued the Crown to the uring bis 
life, on condition of good behaviour comareache Duke,and 
in Eher gals che the Duke or his 9 als 1 2 
5 e between Jork and 
22 "need th the'fi 8 aher b to cke 
hauen, us theit onely ſeouricy to the Cromny 
6Foric-Parfiarnenit bj dug until diſcharged by 2+ 
henee it is that th e ems: recorded 
is 7s) th e teach us 10 


fuck eee at ſo 785 
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(8) 
Crown, by. Author ity of Parliament, and the Title of the 
laſt being 2, produced the Statute 13. Elizabeth 
which made it Treaſon during the Queens life, aud 25 


fl of — to 2 difloſe , limit + 4 5 


5. e of Rkcognition have ever been reputed the 
onely riveting ſecurity co the Crown and certainly theſe 
fignific more then a State Coniplement, and although they 
paſs in the ſameRoyal F. orally, with * Laws, which 
concern the Subject: yet it mult be confeſſed they, receive 
ſtrength by an Authority in this relpect abſtracted from the 
King, as do the Statutes providing monies the only ſupyore 
of the Crown, © 

6. If we ſhould ask Mr. Tomkins ho in the deſett of 
Heirs hatli Juriſdition over the Georg, . he n a fac 
fear of Treaſon to fy ay the Parliament, NIE 
in expreſs teatins'; und that not onely 
dom, bur all odors alſo. 

7. Before Mr. Creftoy becondemned 20 Trayeor for 


ſaying the en. evet 1 57 718 
Tos, over the Crow n, rope 9 on carla 
oy 1 18 
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the conſtitution gdom, andthe extent ages. 

— af Prerogative) will be denyed, for he «firmed the 

wfitions, Cell 2255 in both Houſes it mere then. ſu ffici 
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84 Dia a 019 , . 
receive tis doom, but einde WF our aſſent unto the 
Obſervation of che Statute, 1. Marie, diſcharging the 

: Thoſe Laws are 555 


Laws which made words Treaſon vous 
which are ſo made, 94 the Rat! 1 nlearn- 
ed, but the learned end expert people man eſty are ef- 
A words only, wi ut cher fat s or 

We have with the molt exatt diligence we are capable 
of, Enquired and obſerved the reports of men, that we 
might be ſatisfied what is the great matter which cauſeth 
this man to be kept in ſo ſevete a durance, and ſome tell us 
he was eper Turbulent, aud not quiet under any power: unto 
which we anſwer, : | 

We preſume his Turbulency, under our late [Iſurpers 
(being the AT of bi Loyalty to his King, reſtleſſely endea- 
vouring his happy Reſtaucation) is not now ſuppoſed 
his crime, or any agravation thereof; The men who do 
now condemn him, did account ic is duty, ond honour 
when others were litrfully quiet, and we ſce not any dif- 
ference between this in him, and Febviads endeavours a- 
gainſt A bal iab, and for King Joſt lave the one enjoyed 
the Comfort, Peace and rey. of the effect, whereof 
the other was and is deprived : His Turbulency hath ever 
had Sin for its Ohjeft, Miniſterial rebuke preaching or writing 
for its only Ag and Ex eon; Which of the Prophets or 
Apoſtles were not? What Faithful Miniſter of the Golpel 
is not? can or dare be otherwiſe then thus Turbulant ? 
This is not only ul, within his place and calling; 
But rhe . uty thereof : E/ijabs muſt chus 
trouble Ine, und Amos Alarm tbe Kings Court, coſt what ic 
will or can: If hehave ever appeared in, adviſed, or a= 
berred, any Sedicious Tumult, Rebellions Iuſurrection, 
or Trayterous Conſpiracy, we leave him to himſelf : But 
Tertullis himſelf is not able herein co charge him; and o- 
ther Acts of Turbulency, will ſubject them to trouble from 
the Lord, who dotherefore trouble him, as a thing moſt 
righteous, 
Some clamour againſt our Friend as Seditious, and 
Treaſonable becatiſeagainſt Epiſcopacy, and relying on that 
maxim, 1 BiÞvop ns King :*Conclude he cannot be a Friend 
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We an- 
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0) 
tae King hp nam ene rohe which we 
Such s know him, and hade read 2 inge, wilt 
1 of aces dot ttue, for he profeffech for Epiſcs- 
pi?" Pegrer lich is much as our i Are ever 
thaflenged, or dur Learned Ster approved; "He is Rec 
"Sgamnift Papal Hierdtchie, and that Epiſcopacy Wich was 
the ftep and (cemerh the ; i > * | fon, but ſup- 
pole the utmoſt, | oltrion is pirely Argumenta- 
5 5 a is but 2 wich Rage and  Vie- 
lenge. | RECEP | 

No Biſh:þ no King may be 4 maxim of State, but we have 
not $5 it to be a Princi le in our Law, we have not 
heard of any Statute which hath ſo canjoyned the Mitre 
to phe Cremn, as that a diſ-reſpe& to that, muſt needs be 
reputed, aud puniſhed as a Treaſen againſt this; We hope 
we ſhall not offend if we oy hat is a fad Government 
which pretendeth.co Divine Right, and yet hath no up- 
hold or guard but Violence and Opfreſfan of Reaſin, urged 
againft it, and cannat ſilence a Uilpucing Antagonift, o- 
therwiſethen by a cloſe Priſon. 

We havg heard à third cry, Mr. Crofton Preached againft 
the Biſhops, and-provoked the oppolition of them by fire 
and blood; to this weanlwer, mn... | 
We heard the laſt Sermons this man did Preach, and cas 
give * true account thereof, wherein we deſire it may be 
noted, 
1. He went not out of his way to . the faces of the 
Biſhops; He N ion. of the fiſt E- 
tte of Peter in his Lectutes at Aut holius London, in pure 
it whereof, he proceeded ſo far ag to the laſt words of 
the ſecond, Chapter; And oblerved the Lord Jeſus was the 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls : In the Explication of this 
Pofition, he enquired bow ? and by whom-the Lord Teſs 
ffice, 


Chrift did Execute this bis Paſtara/l charge, and Epiſcopal 
in and towards bis Cburcb ? And Reſolved and Aſſerted the 
Lord doth execute this Pajtora: _—_ and Epiſcopal Office by. big 
Miniſters, all, equally Authorized, and mit bout * uch Or- 
der or ſtanding fu ndl ion of an Kpiſcopus E piſcoporum z The which 
having demonſtrated, by conſiderable. evidence, . 
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words, Re. 
e 
Lare us leſs 10 the mn, then 
(vize) Thet they umi bear ws to tbe left punitilis of Ghrifis 
Paſtoral charge, and Epiſcopal Office, before they were ſuin: we 
all know this Shepherd and Beg of our Souls to work 
out ter Salvation by bis threefold Office of ropa, Prioſt and King: 
And I cannot but obſerve each of theſs (beſides the gentrat laut 
and op peſition of the whole) bath bad a particular amd ſpecial cor 
flid inthe World, and bath confirained an open and Publique Tefti- 
mony, from Chrifts Church in the fire and with their bliad: 
In the firſt Age 0} Chriftianty the great and ſp:ciel N 
was concernmgChrifis Prophetical Office, erh the Scroprire; 
ar the Oracle; of Apollo, Traditions of the fewer, aui Delia 
Inpefiors and Heretiques fonts be ret ame obeyed and we well 
Vor in what ſery Tryali and with wht fearful fufforings ib Sheep 
of Chriſt did bear bas voce, decline ranger: , end winnſle 4g aint 
70 this Cffi.e was no fooner reſcued from pialeuse, and of) «= 
liſhed in the World by. the blood of the Primitive Maviyvs';. bir 
Chrifts Prieſtly Office was by the working of the man of fin denied 
and darkened, the great controverſie in the C tholick, Church con- 
cerned the one Mediator, and High Prieſi, the one Sacrifice once 
onely offered; or others made coequal with bim, if not preferred be- 4 
bim, and bow long and bloudy confliftts wire under-gone in 22 
the ſame the Hiftories of our Progenitors aud Smithfield Flames ds | 
plainly ſhew : this Office was ſcarcely reſcued from violence before 
Chrifis Kingly Office cometh on the Stage, an4 colletb for the Te- 
fimony of the Saints that the Government is en his ſpoulcers 2d 
winiflered by his own Officers. and Ordinances ; and this muſt be 
attefied in the greateſt Tribulation ; ſaddejt Sufferings in fire and 
bloud that can befall us. 

In this whole Dil courſe Mr. Cr:fton mentioned not 
fire and blond, in any ſence but paſſive, as doth the Apc= 
file, Te have not reſifted miro bloud, Heb. 11. 4. and diſown- 
ed all actions unto fire and blond, which at any time were 
or ſhould be attem ted on the pretence ot Chriſts Kingly, 
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ſideration 
any thing worthy of death, or of bonds? and whether 
his enlargement, and reſtitution will noe much more con- 
duce unto the honour of his Majefties Government, then 
the continuance of him in bonds, to the undoing of him» 
ſelf, wife, and ſeven ſmall children, by the expence of his 
Eſtate already waſted ; and the real prejudice of his 


ealth, and ruine of many ſouls which might be ſaved by 
his Miniſtery ? the liberty of the Subiect being fully ſecy- 
red by many Ancient and later Laws. | | 
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